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“I maintain that if you’re not at the table, the things that
you and your community are concerned about never get
brought up, because the others may...not look at the issues
in quite the same way as you do.”

- Dr. Josie Johnson

Dr. osie Johnson, (b. October 7, 1930)

Standing up for what’s right is a powerful thing.
Especially when we stand up to help our family,
neighbors, and community.

Dr. Josie Robinson Johnson has been standing on her
beliefs and making the world around her a better place
since she was a little girl. Born in October 0f 1930 in San
Antonio, Texas, Josie grew up with a deep concern for
social justice and civil rights.

By the time she was a teenager, Josie could be found
canvassing the city of Houston with her father to gather
signatures on a petition opposing the poll tax. Seeing
her parents be active in the struggle for justice instilled
that spirit in her and younger brothers.

In her own words she said, “The sense that we needed
to be engaged in changing the system...was just deeply
etched in us. And I didn’t realize at the time that it was
unusual.”

Standing up and working towards the prize of equal
opportunity has been embedded into her life ever since
those early years.

Josie moved to Minneapolis in the late 1950s after
graduating from Fisk University. She familiarized
herself with needs of others and began to work as a
community organizer for the Minneapolis Urban
League. As she experienced the “hidden” racism of the
North, she lobbied for the passage of bills concerning
fair housing and equal employment opportunities.

In 1963, Josie was there when MLK proclaimed “I Have
a Dream” as she marched on Washington. The following
year she traveled to Mississippi as part of movement of
Northen women who supported Black families and Civil
Rights activists facing violence in the South.

In the late 60s and early 70s, Josie was involved in
creating the African American Studies department at
the University of Minnesota and even served as one of
its first faculty members. She became the first African
American to serve on the University’s Board of Regents
in 1971 and from there went on to serve multiple
political campaigns and public officials.

Now at the tender age of 94 years young, Josie

still isn’t finished. She says, “We’ve got a job to do,
community! We have to remember what our ancestors
taught us and what they died for. Because we have the
capacity to keep on keeping on. And that’s what we must
do.”

“Hope in the struggle” is a phrase that epitomizes Dr.
Josie Robinson Johnson.

She has been fighting for civil rights for close to eight
decades, all the while “dreaming of a better world” and
keeping hope alive each and every day.
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“Sostengo que si no estds en la mesa, las cosas que te
preocupan a tiy a tu comunidad nunca se mencionan,
porque los demds podrian no ver los problemas de la misma
manera que tu.”

- Dra. Josie Johnson

Dra Josie Johnson, (nacida el 7 de octubre de 1930)

Defender lo correcto es algo poderoso. Especialmente
cuando nos levantamos para ayudar a nuestra familia,
vecinos y comunidad.

La Dra. Josie Robinson Johnson ha defendido sus
convicciones y ha contribuido a mejorar el mundo que
larodea desde pequefia. Nacida en octubre de 1930

en San Antonio, Texas, Josie crecié con una profunda

preocupacion por la justicia social y los derechos civiles.

Cuando ella era adolescente, Josie recorria la ciudad
de Houston con su padre para reunir firmas en una
peticidn contra el impuesto electoral. Ver a sus padres
participar activamente en la lucha por la justicia
inculco ese espiritu en ellay en sus hermanos menores.

En sus propias palabras dijo: “La sensacion de que
necesitabamos estar involucrados en el cambio del
sistema... estaba profundamente arraigada en nosotros.
Y en ese momento no me di cuenta de que era inusual”.

Defender y trabajar por el premio de laigualdad de
oportunidades ha sido parte integral de su vida desde
aquellos primeros afios.

Josie se mudo6 a Minneapolis a finales de 1a década

de 1950 tras graduarse de la Universidad Fisk. Se
familiarizé con las necesidades de los demas y comenzd
atrabajar como organizadora comunitaria parala

Liga Urbana de Minneapolis. Al experimentar el
racismo oculto del norte, presioné para la aprobacién
de proyectos de ley sobre vivienda justa e igualdad de
oportunidades laborales.

En 1963, Josie estuvo presente cuando MLK

proclamé “Tengo un suefio” mientras marchaba

hacia Washington. Al afio siguiente, viajé a Misisipi
como parte del movimiento de mujeres del norte que
apoyaban alas familias negras y a activistas por los
derechos civiles que se enfrentaban a violencia en el sur.

A finales de los afios 60 y principios de los 70, Josie
particip6 en la creacion del Departamento de Estudios
Afroamericanos de la Universidad de Minnesota

e incluso fue una de sus primeras miembros de la
facultad. Se convirtié en la primera afroamericana en
formar parte de la Junta de Regentes de la Universidad
en 1971y, de ahi, trabajo en multiples campafias
politicas y cargos publicos.

Ahora, ala tierna edad de 94 afios, Josie atin no ha
terminado. Dice: “iTenemos un trabajo que hacer,
comunidad! Tenemos que recordar lo que nos
ensefiaron nuestros antepasados y por lo que murieron.
Porque tenemos la capacidad de seguir adelante. Y eso
es lo que debemos hacer.”

“Esperanza en lalucha” es una frase que personificaala
Dra. Josie Robinson Johnson.

Lleva casi ocho décadas luchando por los derechos
civiles, todo mientras “suefia con un mundo mejor” y
mantiene viva la esperanza cada dia.



