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MEET DR. REATHA CLARK KING When Reatha told her family that she was
going to graduate with a major in chemistry,
“What I would hope for-is that the young people  her aunt encouraged her to leave school
today seize the opportunities to learn, and be and focus on finding a husband. Reatha
eager about learning.” respectfully ignored that advice and upon
. raduation, received a Woodrow Wilson
- Dr. Reatha Clark King %ellowship to attend graduate school.

In 1963, Reatha received her doctorate,
becoming one of the first African American
women to receive a Ph.D. in Chemistry from
the University of Chicago. This led to her
work as a research chemist in Washington,
D.C. where she invented special equipment
for NASA’s rocket design work in the space
program.

Dr. Reatha Clark King, (b. April 11, 1938) After moving from the laboratory to
the lecture hall, where she served as an

Spreading love and helping others has been at instructor and associate dean, Reatha was
the core Dr. Reatha Clark King’s identity since  named President of Metropolitan State

her days growing up in South Georgia, near the  University in 1977. During her tenure, the
small town of Moultrie. school increased its number of graduates as
she promoted opportunities for women and

Reatha and her two sisters spent summers .
underrepresented populations.

picking cotton and gathering tobacco in the
fields to help her mother make ends meet. As
she tells the story, during short breaks in the
fields, Reatha would practice her multiplication
tables on the dirt with her callused finger.

This thirst for knowledge propelled her to
graduate as valedictorian of her high school
and earned her a scholarship to attend Clark
College in Atlanta.
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In 1988, Reatha was invited to become
president and executive director of the General
Mills Foundation, a position she held for 14
years. During that time, she championed
programs helping African Americans gain
access to higher education.

In her retirement years, Reatha continues to
help people along the way as she blazes a path
for social change.
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“Lo que espero es que los jovenes de hoy
aprovechen las oportunidades de aprendery
tengan ganas de aprender”.

- Dra. Reatha Clark King

Dra. Reatha Clark King, (nacida el 11 de abril de 1938)

Compartir amor y ayudar a los demas ha sido el
centro de la identidad de la Dra. Reatha Clark
King desde su infancia en el sur de Georgia,
cerca del pequefio pueblo de Moultrie.

Reatha y sus dos hermanas pasaban los
veranos recogiendo algodon y tabaco en los
campos para ayudar a su madre allegar a los
gastos de fin de mes. Como relata su historia,
durante los breves descansos en los campos,
Reatha practicaba las tablas de multiplicar en
la tierra con su dedo calloso.
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Esta sed de conocimiento la impulsé a
graduarse como la mejor estudiante de su
preparatoria y le gano una beca para asistir al

Colegio Clark en Atlanta.

Cuando Reatha le dijo a su familia que

se graduaria con una especializacion en
quimica, su tia la animo a dejar la escuela 'y
enfocarse en encontrar marido. Reatha ignoré
respetuosamente el consejo y, tras graduarse,
recibio una beca Woodrow Wilson para cursar
estudios de posgrado.

En 1963, Reatha obtuvo su doctorado,
convirtiéndose en una de las primeras mujeres
afroamericanas en obtener un doctorado

en Quimica a través de la Universidad de
Chicago. Esto la llevo a trabajar como quimica
investigadora en Washington, D.C., donde
inventd equipos especiales para el disefio de
cohetes de la NASA en el programa espacial.

Después de moverse del laboratorio al

aula, donde sirvio como profesora y decana
asociada, Reatha fue nombrada presidenta de
la Universidad Estatal Metropolitana en 1977.
Durante su tiempo como profesora titular, la
facultad aumentd su nimero de graduados a
medida que ella promovia oportunidades para
las mujeres y las poblaciones subrepresentadas.

En 1988, Reatha fue invitada a convertirse

en presidenta y directora ejecutiva de la
Fundacion General Mills, un cargo que ocupd
durante 14 afios. Durante ese tiempo, impulso
programas que ayudaban a los afroamericanos
a acceder a la educacion superior.

En sus afios de jubilacion, Reatha contintua
ayudando a las personas en su camino
mientras abre camino hacia el cambio social.



