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“Sweet potato pie is the ‘sacred dessert’ of Black
people, and it has power. Not only does it give us
energy, this pie links us to history, it soothes our
spirits and renews us for the much-needed work.”

— Rose McGee

Rose McGee, (b. May 28, 1951)

The lyrics “you and I must work together to be the
light” aptly articulates the essence of Rose McGee.

Born and raised in Jackson, Tennessee, Rose saw
her grandmother and great grandmother “be the
light” as they baked sweet potato pies for families
with a new baby or grieving from the death of a
loved one.

Rose learned that food connects people and creates
opportunities for them to come together—to lift
one another up through stories, songs, laughter,
and tears. These were the experiences that formed
the basis for her life’s work.
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Rose has led story circles with parents, students,
and educators in her work through the Minnesota
Humanities Center. She is the playwright

behind “Kumbayah: The Juneteenth Story”

and has served on teaching artist rosters for
organizations—including VocalEssence. She is also
the author of the children’s book, Can’t Nobody
Make a Sweet Potato Pie like Our Mama.

All of these gifts come together in her “bake”tivism
where her light truly shines bright. As she watched
the protests in response to the brutal murder of
Michael Brown in August of 2014, Rose asked
herself, “What can I do?”.

Her answer—“Go into your kitchen, make some
sweet potato pies, pack your car and deliver
them.” So...she packed the trunk of her car with
30 freshly-baked sweet potato pies and traveled to
Ferguson.

As Rose listened to each recipient talk about how
the pie had come at just the right time, her non-
profit organization, Sweet Potato Comfort Pie: A
Catalyst for Caring and Building Community was
born. Each year since, hundreds of people come
together to bake pies and have honest dialogues
around race. Rose’s unique approach helps people
and communities bridge racial divides and begin
the path towards reconciliation and healing.
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When asked what she hopes to share through

her children’s book, Rose says, “I hope that
generations will get together and read it together
... because what it will do, I hope, is help people to
be comfortable with speaking about stories, about
history. Things that these children may not know.”

Everywhere Rose McGee goes she lets her light
shine as she keeps her eyes on the pies!
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“El pastel de camote es el ‘postre sagrado’ de la gente
negray tiene poder. No solo nos da energia, sino que
nos conecta con la historia, nos reconforta el espirituy
nos renueva para el trabajo tan necesario.”

— Rose McGee

Rose McGee, (nacida el 28 de Mayo de 1951)

Laletra “ti y yo debemos trabajar juntos para ser la luz”
articula perfectamente la esencia de Rose McGee.

Naciday criada en Jackson, Tennessee, Rose vio a su
abuela y bisabuela “ser laluz” mientras horneaban
pasteles de camote para familias con un bebé recién
nacido o en duelo por la muerte de un ser querido.

Rose aprendid que la comida conecta a las personas 'y
crea oportunidades para que se unan, para animarse
mutuamente a través de historias, canciones, risasy
lagrimas. Estas fueron las experiencias que formaron
las bases de su trabajo de vida.
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Rose ha dirigido circulos de historias con padres,
estudiantes y educadores en su trabajo a través

del Centro de Humanidades de Minnesota. Es la
dramaturga de “Kumbayah: La historia del Juneteenth”

y ha formado parte de las listas de artistas docentes
de organizaciones como VocalEssence. También es
autora del libro infantil “Nadie puede hacer un pastel de
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camote como nuestra mama”.

Todos estos dones se unen en su activismo de
reposteria, donde su luz brilla con fuerza. Mientras
observaba las protestas en respuesta al brutal asesinato
de Michael Brown en agosto de 2014, Rose se pregunto:
“4Qué puedo hacer?”.

Su respuesta: “Ve a tu cocina, prepara unos pasteles de
camote, carga el coche y repartelos”. Asi que...llené el
maletero de su coche con 30 pasteles de camote recién
horneados y viajé a Ferguson.

Mientras Rose escuchaba a cada destinatario hablar
sobre como el pastel habiallegado en el momento
justo, nacio su organizacion sin fines de lucro, Sweet
Potato Comfort Pie: Un catalizador para el cuidado y la
construccion de comunidad. Desde entonces, cada afio,
cientos de personas se reinen para hornear pasteles 'y
dialogar honestamente sobre la raza. El enfoque tinico
de Rose ayuda a personas y comunidades a superar

las brechas raciales y a emprender el camino hacia la
reconciliacion y la sanidad.

N'T nil_ilf,"’l‘;s

Cuando se le pregunta qué espera compartir con su
libro infantil, Rose responde: “Espero que generaciones
enteras se reunan y lo lean juntos... porque lo que va

a hacer, espero, es ayudar a las personas a sentirse
cémodas hablando sobre historias, sobre la historia.
Cosas que estos nifios quiza no sepan”.

Adondequiera que va, iRose McGee deja que su luz brille
mientras mantiene su vista en los pasteles!



