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Dr. Josie Johnson has been called the First Lady of Minnesota Civil Rights for her lifelong
dedication to justice and equality. She played a key role in passing Minnesota’s Fair Housing Bill
in 1962, helped lead voter registration efforts during the Civil Rights Movement in the South, and
later became an influential educator, mentor, and community leader. Her work opened doors for

countless others to find their voices and fight for change.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What kinds of “tables” (civil rights, politics, education, community leadership) did Dr.
Johnson pull up a seat to, and how might her identity as an African American woman have

shaped her experience at those tables?

2. How did she help create new spaces for others to join the conversation?

3. Why do you think her role as both an activist and an educator made her impact especially

powerful in advancing opportunities for underrepresented groups?

4. Who do YOU think Dr. Josie Johnson would invite to her table, and why?

Name(s): Date:
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La Dra. Josie Johnson ha sido considerada la Primera Dama de los Derechos Civiles de Minnesota
por su dedicacion de toda la vida a la justicia y la igualdad. Desempefié un papel clave en la
aprobacion de la Ley de Vivienda Justa de Minnesota en 1962, ayudo a liderar las iniciativas

de registro de votantes durante el Movimiento por los Derechos Civiles en el Sur y, después, se
convirtié en una influyente educadora, mentora y lider comunitaria. Su trabajo abrid las puertas a

innumerables personas para que encontraran su voz y lucharan por el cambio.

PREGUNTAS PARA DISCUSION:

1. ¢En qué tipo de mesas (derechos civiles, politica, educacion, liderazgo comunitario) se sento
la Dra. Johnson y como su identidad como mujer afroamericana influyo en su experiencia en

ellas?

2. ¢Como ayudo a crear nuevos espacios para que otros se unieran a la conversacion?

3. ¢Por qué crees que su rol como activista y educadora la hizo especialmente influyente en la

promocion de oportunidades para grupos subrepresentados?

4. ¢A quién crees TU que la Dra. Josie Johnson invitaria a su mesay por qué?

Nombre(s): Fecha:




