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INTRODUCTION

To “keep your eyes on the prize” means to determine what is important and to muster up the
courage to take action towards making the vision a reality. This year’s VocalEssence WITNESS
School Program introduces us to three Minnesota women who continue to make a positive impact
on our society as they speak out about and stand up for change. As you learn more about them and
their life’s work, we hope each of you are inspired to reflect: What is the prize that your eyes are on?
What issues or causes are you willing to work and stand up for to make our society a better place?

MEET OUR TRAILBLAZING EXAMPLES

Dr. Reatha Clark King
(b. April 11, 1938)
Trailblazing Chemist |[Higher Education Leader |

Champion for Equity

“I want to be a champion now to open doors for others. What
I would hope for-is that the young people today will seize the
opportunities to learn, and be eager about learning.”

-Dr. Reatha Clark King

Dr. Josie Johnson
(b. October 7,1930)
Civil Rights Leader | Educator | Advocate for Justice

“I maintain that if you’re not at the table, the things that you
and your community are concerned about never get brought
up, because the others may...not look at the issues in quite the
same way as you do.”

-Dr. Josie Johnson

Rose McGee
(b. May 28, 1951)
Author | Playwright | Community Leader | “Bake”-tivist

“Sweet potato pie is the ‘sacred dessert’ of Black people, and
it has power. Not only does it give us energy, this pie links us
to history, it soothes our spirits and renews us for the much-

needed work.”

-Rose McGee

Scan the QR code to dive deeper into
the inspiring journeys of Dr. Reatha
Clark King, Dr. Josie Johnson, and
Rose McGee.
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INTRODUCCION

“Mantén la vista puesta en el premio” significa determinar qué es importante y armarse de valor
para actuar y hacer realidad la vision. El Programa Escolar WITNESS de VocalEssence de este
afio nos presenta a tres mujeres mas que siguen teniendo un impacto positivo en nuestra sociedad
al hablar y defender el cambio. A medida que las conozcas mejor y a su labor, esperamos que te
inspiren para reflexionar: {Cudl es el premio que tienes a la vista? Qué problemas o causas estds
dispuesto a trabajary defender para mejorar nuestra sociedad?

CONOCE A NUESTRAS PIONERAS EJEMPLARES

Dra. Reatha Clark King

(nacida el 11 de Abril de 1938)

Quimica pionera | Lider en educacion superior |
Campeona de la equidad

“Quiero ser un lider ahora para abrir puertas a otros. Lo que
espero es que los jovenes de hoy aprovechen las oportunidades
de aprendery tengan ganas de aprender”.

-Dra. Reatha Clark King

Dra. Josie Johnson
(nacida el 7 de Octubre de 1930)
Lider de los derechos civiles | Educadora | Defensora de la justicia

“Sostengo que si no estds en la mesa, las cosas que te
preocupan a tiy a tu comunidad nunca se mencionan, porque
los demads podrian no ver los problemas de la misma manera
que tu.”

-Dra. Josie Johnson

Rose McGee
(nacida el 28 de Mayo de 1951)
Autora | Dramaturga | Lider comunitaria | Activista repostera

“El pastel de camote es el ‘postre sagrado’ de la gente negray
tiene poder. No solo nos da energia, sino que nos conecta con
la historia, nos reconforta el espirituy nos renueva para el
trabajo tan necesario.”

-Rose McGee

Escanea el codigo QR para adentrarte
en las inspiradoras experiencias de la
Dra. Reatha Clark King, la Dra. Josie

Johnson y Rose McGee.




